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AN
Q_CF\ A Weekly Small Study-Group

U\ Meets:

Starts: Genesis 1:1

The Genesis Project is a survey of the book of Genesis showing how events mentioned in Genesis have been
integrated by other biblical writers and how they affect our faith today. Why was the world created and how
God sees usis one of the central concerns of the study. The Genesis Project is not a lecture but the members of
the group are encouraged to share about their thoughts regarding what is written and relate how this has or is
shaping their lives. Sharing of personal issues and concerns for othersis desired and a prayer time at the end of
each session isreserved to pray for personal and other issues.

Each group meeting will start with worship and move into areading of the word of God from there.

Requirements for membership:

Willingness to share about yourself.

Keep private things shared in the group within the group.

Regular prayer — even apart from the group meeting — for one another.

Read passages to be discussed before the meeting and think about the passage and how it might relate to our
life. Bring our own Bible to each meeting.

Be willing to serve othersin the group with the gifts God has given you.

You can call meat 888-3271 if you need to talk/pray about something.
Christoph Lameter, May 31, 1998




Genesis Project Curriculum

# | Date Scripture Content

1 |[June3® | Genl:1l Creation and Time, Beginning and End. Theory of
Relativity and Quantum Mechanics. Creation out of
nothing through Quantum Effects.

2 Gen 1:3-31 The days of Creation, Ancient Creation Stories,
Structuring of the account

2 Gen 2:1-4 The Sabbath-Day. The need for rest. The Sabbath-
Y ear. The year of Jubilee.

3 Gen 1+2 Excursus on the Names of God. “Jehovah”. NT
development of the naming issues.

4 Gen 2:5-17 The Garden of Eden and its meaning.

5 Gen 2:18-25 Adam and Eve without the Apple. God’ s intentions.

6 Gen3 The Perversion of God'’s creation. The Blame shifts.
The Curse.

7 Gen4 Cain and Abel. Murder and guilt.

8 Gen5 The Antedeluvians. Genealogies and relationship to
other ancient sources of Genealogy.

9 Bible Periods in Salvation History

10 Gen 6-9 Flood Overview. Other ancient Flood stories.

11 Gen 7+8 The Flood and its reasons

12 Gen 9:1-17 A New Covenant and reasons for the Rainbow.

13 Gen 9:18- Wine and the reappearance of sin.

14 NT The Flood and the New Testament

15 Gen 11 The Table of Nationsand NT usage of those nations.

16 Gen 11 The Tower of Babel and the confusion

17 Gen 11 Abraham’s Ancestors

18 Gen 12-25 The Blessing: Abraham in one hour OT and NT

19 Gen 25- The Betrayer: 60 minutes with Jacob.

36,38,46,48,49)
20 Gen 30,37,39- | The Dreamer: Joseph in 3600 seconds.
50

21 Bible Law and Gospel: Integration of OT and NT.

22 Bible History of the Hebrew Scriptures.

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Christoph Lameter, May 27, 1998




Gen 1:1 (The Beginning), Rev 21:1 (The End)

The nature of reasoning (1 Cor 13:9-12; 1 Cor 3:19+20). We see dimly and our reasoning is not
perfect.

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

In the Beginning

The first word. Used by Israglites to refer to the book of Genesis. | Other important biblical referencesto
Genesisis Greek and means “origins’. The book is dealing with

the origins of the world and of mankind. Creatl O,n: , .
o _ _ _ _ God's answer to Job's complaints
A beginning. Thus atime the universe came into existence. No agai nst God: Job 38-39

eterna universe. The world isagift for atime for us and not for S .
eternity. Universe exists not on its own but because it was made Jesus the beginning of creation: John
by God. 1:1-3 (Seedso 1 John 1:1)

The origin of all thingsisin God. The God presented hereis the Sophia (Wisdom) in the beginning:
supreme God over everything. Proverbs 8:22

r h | oth 'S m
Static universe theory dominated until a few decades ago. God greater than all other God's: Psal

Reasoning: Beginning could not be observed. Challenged by 89:5-16 , .

expanding universe. History of Einstein’s Theory of Relativity. God setsthe Earth’s foundation: Psalm
Hubble and the Hubble Telescope. Theissue of “before” 104:5

creation.

The God

Firg time of the use of God. No proof. Heisjust presented. Old Testament does not analyze but simply tellsit how it is. A story is
the way to communicate about God not an analysis.

Elohim isplural. The Trinity. Formation based on El = God. God is one but also three.

God is external to creation. God is not the creation and not “mother earth” or so.

The Process of Creation

“Creatio ex nihilo”. creation from nothing. (Heb 11:3).
Quantum Physics and the creation of particles.
Heavens and Earth

Plural(or better a Dual) of Heaven. Paul talks about the “highest heaven” in 2 Cor 12:2. Also Psalm 102:25.
Distinction between heaven asthe sky and as a place for heavenly beings (Neh 9:6).

The End

The Apostle John sees avision: “ Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth. The first heaven
and the first earth disappeared, and the sea vanished” (Rev 21:1)

The world will not go on forever.
There will be something new.
Big Bang Theory and its implications.
© Genesis Project, Christoph Lameter, June 2, 1998



Gen 1:2 And the earth was without form and void; and darkness was upon the
face of the deep and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

Thisisavery difficult verse. The meaning of many wordsin it are disputed or are not properly known except by our tradition.

And the Earth - it was a desert and a wasteland

The words ToHU WaBoHU. ToHu means as much as a desert. It refers to something which is without substance or redity (Job 26:7).
Emptyness of Idols I1sa 44:9). 1sa45:18-19. Best illustration. KJV Vain.

ToHU: Desert, wilderness, wind, nothing, vanity'.

BoHU only appearsin connection with ToHU and seems to be a kind of synomym to ToHU. (Jer 4:23; Isa 34:11).

Darkness was on the face of the deep

Darkness was not yet created cronologically. We arereadlly at aloss to what this means. Deep could refer to Chaos, Ocean abyss? An
Abyss appearsrepeatedly in Scripture (Isa51:9-11). Abyss could a so refer to a goddess of the Babylonians that governed the seas.

The Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters.

The main problem hereisthe RUaCH Elohim. Two words. Oneis RUaCH which could mean wind or Spirit. some would use
“Breath”. Elohim can refer to God himself or could signify strength being used as the superlative. Therefore some trandations here
give the“Wind of God”, “astrong wind” etc... In this case the “hovering” and so on is usually trandated as “stirring the waters’ (RSV
and NRSV)

But Ruach Elohim never in any other place in the Bible means a“mighty wind” therefore that translation is difficult to support. The
superlative use of Elohim is dubious when used in the OT. Evidence of the understanding of Spirit has even been found in early
Jewish Targums. The NRSV does a bad job as usual when there was a decision about trand ation.

The“hovering” isarareword in the OT. Dt 32.:11 same verb trandated as an Eagle hovering over itsnest.

GAP theory!

Has to be abandoned because of syntactic reasons. Version 2 describes creation in its state of formlessness before God began the days
of creation.

Verse 1 isthe opening and at the same time summary of the creation story. Verse 2 istelling of the circumstances before God' s
creative acts in the following verses. It ismost probable an attempt to describe this situation.

! Hamilton p.109



The Six Days of Creation (Genesis 1.:3-31)

Day # Separation. God provideslightand # Forming. Light from Sun/Moon/Stars.

names ! Adam provides names !
Light 1 Separation: Light from Darkness 4  Sun. Moon and stars
Water 2 Separation of the Waters. Expanse called Sky 5 SeaAnimalsformed from Sea. Birds. Dinosaurs (Sea
Monsters!). Command to fill the earth.

Land 3 Separation: Waters gathered into Seas. 6 Land Animalsfrom earth.
Dry Land appears. Mankind made in “our” image.
Vegetation, Plants, trees Authority given. Mankind caretaker of all other living
beings.

Food for Manis only vegetarian! Fruits and plants!
Animals given green plantsfor food. No carniverous

animals!
|mportant Phrases common to all days
And God said, “Let therebe...” And there was.. Illustration of the power of God. Thefirst isa command in Hebrew.

The second the same repeated as an accomplished thing.
God created through hisword. Thisis picked up in John 1 where Jesus

istheword.
And there was evening and there was morning the The Hebrew sequence of a day is evening and then the following day.
Xth day. The day begins at sunset not at sunrise!
And God saw that it was good. God isregjoicing about what he is creating. Thisis an affirmation that

what God has doneis good and that natureis not sinful initself. God is
seeing that what he createsis beautiful.

God called .... God is exercising authority over the things named.

God made. ... A different word than in verse one. God “forms’ he does not create
from nothing, but utilizes things that are already created.

Important parts of verses

V4 Day one (Not “first day”!) We do not know what this mean. We would expect “thefirst day” instead
of day one. The following days have the proper numbers.
God does not name Sun and Moon Thismight be a precaution so that they are not worshipped as Gods. The

names are common in Semitic languages and refer to the Gods of the
surrounding cultures.

God does not create darkness! Darknessisnot God' s work. Darkness is the absence of light meaining
the absence of God. Sin istherefore the absence of God. From physics
we know that darkness does not exist but is simply the absence of light.In
the same way sin is the absence of God. Sinisnot God'swork and can
never be God’ s work.

Only Light iscreated just by God's “Let there be...” al other creation has
also some formative act of God. God makes.

Sun, Moon and Stars made on 4th day These were deities of the Babylonians and other surrounding cultures of
the Hebrews. An important statement is made by saying that they are
subject to the power of God and not Gods in themsel ves.

V27 God crestes again! Like the universe was created now something totally new is begun by
creating a being in the world he had made in hisimage.

Not only that but these beings areto rule and take care of the earth!

V20 Tannin (Sea Monsters) It isnot clear what this exactly is. It repeatedly appearsin the OT. Ps
74:13-14; 1sa 27:1; 1sa51:9. The word might be an alusion to YaM
(Seq).

V22 God talking to someone God is talking about himself as “us’. He makes someone like himsalf

who is creative (of coursein adifferent sense) and name the creatures.
Unlike God man is differentiated according to the sexes.

Foreign ancient Near Eastern Creation Myths
Ancient creation stories exist from the Babylonians and fragmentary from other cultures. In these largely Gods represented by
animated matter such as sun, earth etc act in symbolic ways that lead to the creation of the world. One of them is for example Enuma
Elish.



The Sabbath-Day: Gen 2:1-4

1
Weekday | Sunday | Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday Saturday
Christ Christ’s
Risen death
Day of Mankin | Sabbath
Light d
created

The seventh day is a day of rest and the day of fulfillment of creation. God' s activity is
different, no work is done but a special blessing (Gen 2:3) is bestowed on the day. Interesting is
that the word “ Sabbath” is avoided in the Hebrew text.

The Sabbath is holy meaning set apart (literal meaning of Hebrew for Holy) from the other days
of the week.

A day for the remembrance of the covenant of God with his people (Ex 31:17)

A day commanded for rest Ex 23:12.

Ex 16:22-30 Mannah gathered in the desert. No Mannah on the Sabbath day. Promise of God to
care.

Vese  Theseaethegenaralionsof ... Gen 2:4 contains the first occurrence of the Toledoth
2:4a the heavens and the earth . ol s

514 Adam formulae (Generations, Descendants, “thisis the

6:9a Noah story-line” ...)

pota  Lesonsoffloan Seven is occurring repeatedly in Scripture and has
11:27  Terah symbolism of completeness of God’ s will associated
gggg :ij;ncae' with the number (Gen 7:4 Noah, Ex 7:25; 29:30 etc.).
36:1a%9 Esau It is also an occasion for thanks to God and

37:2a  Jacob joyfulness. In Hebrews 4 the believer is resting from

works and lives in the rest of God.

The Sabbath-Year
Command to harvest during six years and letting the land rest on the seventh: Ex 23:10-11. Lev
25:1-7
Dt 15:1-2 Year of release of debts.
Dt 31:10-11 A time when the Books of Mose are publicly read.
Jer 34:13-15 The release of Slaves.

The Year of Jubilee
Every 50th year is specially observed by the return of the land to their original owners: Lev
25:8-
Nu 36:4 Preservation of the Land of the tribes.



Hebrew Phoneme | English Meaning

Elohim God The word is plural in form, but consistently used as a singular noun. It
expresses majesty and references. Here is the most powerful being. The
$ one who is in control (Genesis 1:1).
Yahweh | LORD, Meaning: He is. This name was revealed to the Israglites at the
GOD encounter of Mose with God on Mount Horeb. God reveals himself :”|

AM WHO | AM” (Exodus 3:13-15). Implies a personal relationship.
Thisisthe name of God that shall not be used in vain (3rd
Commandment). The snake in Gen 3 does not use Y ahweh but rather
Elohim!

Adonai Lord Used to speak to a supreme ruler or King. Acknowledges the supreme
rule of God. Thisterm replaces Y ahweh over time. It first appearsin
I Gen 15:2 where Abraham uses it to signify his subordination to God but
yet petitions him for Sodom and Gomorrah.

El God A generic term for a God. Can also refer to God' s of other nations.
Expresses the idea of might and can be used to refer to might men for
example (Isaiah 9:6), angels (? Psalm 29:1), powerful natural
phenomena (a mighty mountain, Psalm 36:7). These meanings are
sometimes also associated with Elohim.

Tetragrammaton. Never written like this since the introduction of the vowels by Hebrew
scholars around 800 AD. The name was holy and reflects a traditional Jewish avoidance
of pronouncing the most holy name.

Thisis generally read by Jews when Y ahweh is found in the biblical text to avoid

pronouncing the sacred name while reading Scripture

The consonants of Y ahweh combined with vowels from Adonai to remind the reader not
to read Y ahweh. First read like thisin 1520 AD but immediately rejected even by
scholars of that time as an invention.

Adonai becomes Greek “kyrios’ in the New Testament. Kyrios means Lord in English. When
we say Jesusis Lord we mean (in the New Testament sense!) that Jesus is the God who created
everything and we imply that there is a relationship between him and us.

When Jesus says. “I AM ...” thisis aallusion to Exodus 3 where God says“| AM WHO | AM”
and to the name Y ahweh (HE IS). Here is Jesus the word of God that became flesh. He is God
and therefore cansay “I AM ....”. Thisway of talking seems to have caused Jesus great trouble
with the Pharisees who clearly saw the allusion (John 10:22-39).

At the end of the Bible in Revelation we have afinal “I AM” (Revelation 22:13) from Jesus



Adam Meaning a human or the whole human race. If used as a proper name then refers specially to Adam
the first human male. The name Adam is well attented in old Akkadian and Babylonian texts.

Ha-Adam | A (special) one of the human race. Used here to refer to Adam. In this passage Adam and Hadam
are synonymous. The Man (or male human if you need that....).

Adamah | The Earth, Ground, Dust. The material out of which Adam was formed. The stuff to which Man
returns after death. Gen 3:19.

Paraphrase on Verse 7: God formed an Earthling from the Earth.

The Garden is planted by God for Adam(man, humans etc.). Referred to also as “the garden of Yahweh” (Gen
13:10) and the “Garden of God” (Ex 28:13;31:9). But God is only the planter here he does not live here. This
Garden has often been associated with Paradise. The Greek translation used “Paradise” to translate it. The
Garden is not blissful enjoyment for the human but work! Note the need for man to work the ground and the
task of naming animals. The garden is atask for man.

Name Associated Land | Attempts to find a association.

Pishon Havilah Havilah a son of Cush (Gen 10:7). Has definite article and no one knows why.
Gold and gems are not found inside of Eden but only water, food and
marriage.... Riches do not belong into Paradise!

Gihon Cush Cush usually means the region of the Upper Nile. But there is no river around it.

Tigris East of Assyria | Reference to capital of Assyria? That lost significance around 1400 BC.

Euphrates | None

The whole setup here might describe a situation that does not exist anymore. Names might have been taken over
by others. The one stream that divides into these four is also impossible even with ancient limited knowledge.

These trees are good to look at and give food.

The Treeof Life  Appears frequently. Gen 3:22,24; Proverbs 15:4 etc. In Apocryphal literature and
Revelation 2:7:22:2,14,19. It is often seen in vision of the age to come and of Paradise
restored. The eating of something for life is acommon theme in the ancient near east and a
fact of daily life for ug!

The Tree of Appearsonly (OT) in Genesis 2:9+17. There is only an implicit reference in Genesis 3 (The
Knowledge of Fall).
Good and Evil The knowledge here refers to the ability to make moral decisions on their own apart from

God. “Good and evil” isalegal idiom in the OT referring to the ability to make a moral
decision. Gen 24:50. Laban is not allowed to make a decision in the matter. Solomon (1
Kings 3:9) prays for “knowledge to discern “good and evil”.

What is forbidden here is that man can decide for himself what is good and what is bad. We
become Gods when we make ourselves the center for moral guidelines where the true God
should be. Thisis an attempt to be godlike.

Verse 15. Adam has atask to keep the Garden of Eden. Work belongs into Paradise!
There is only asingle prohibition. Desath is associated with moral independence!




The Fall (Genesis 3)

1. Seduction

Here is a dial ogue between the serpent and Eve. Talking animas arerarein OT contrary to surrounding cultures of the Isradlites.
Another ingtance can be found in the Story of Balak and Bileam (Numbers 22) in where a explicit miracle of the Lord happens. The
ability of communication with animals might also be a sign for the harmony, mutual understanding and unity of the original creation.
Humans can freely communicate with God as well asthe animals. Sin isa barrier to communication.

The snakeis a common Jewish and Christian symbol for evil or Satan for the
devil (see especialy Revelation). Thereisno trace of a personified devil in the
first part of the Old Testament. The snake also was a symbol of the Canaanite
fertility cults (Ba al worship). Thiscould be understood in terms of the Isradlite
culture as a demand for a choice between Y ahweh and Ba' al. The snakeisthe
ritually most unclean creature.

Shrewd isaword with many meanings. It isa virtue of the wise to be shrewd in
some sense (Prov 13:16). But it can be misused to become guile (Ex 21:14).
Shrewd is also a Hebrew wordplay with the nakedness of the previous verse.
Adam and Eve are “naked” in terms of evil, but are convinced that they are
intelligent.

Notice the difference between the use of Y ahweh by the narrator and the simple
distant use of Elohim (God) by the snake.

The snakeisdistorting the prohibition by God (2:17). All trees cannot be eaten
from in the snakes interpretation.

The snake communi cates skepticism against such aharsh God that forbids and
distrust of the care of God for Adam and Eve under the disguise of innocent
curiosity.

Eve gets a chance to defend God!

Eve adopts the snakes reference to Elohim (God) ingtead of Y ahweh distancing
herself from God.

Eve corrects the snake but not accurately. She adds the command not to touch the
fruit (We better be careful!) followed by thethreat of death. She moved away
dlightly from the exact meaning of God' s prohibition. God is painted as harsh
and repressive,

Does Eve show dissatisfaction that she cannot even touch the tree without the
death penalty?

Eveis speaking for Adam too! So is the snake. Most of the “you”s are plural in
Hebrew!

Now the snake shows clearly that God is not true. God isnot trustworthy since he
holds back something good for Adam and Eve. They will become like God being
able to decide for themselves between good and evil (moral autonomy). The
snake knows God better than Eve. Disobeidience will bring blessings!

The snake' s words are prophetic and come true. Adam and Eve will not die
indeed but they will live for another 930 years (5:5). The snake tellsthe truth not
God!

The snake does not directly demand that Eve should eat from the tree.

The snake does never directly tdll lies but rather suggestive half-truths.

Theinitiative hereis exclusively with the woman (emphasized in the Hebrew).
Eve saw the beauty of the tree and began dreaming about being wise.

The man listens to his wife instead of God and remainstotally passive (Common
phenomenon). It seemsthat he was there all the time but did not intervene. He
was “with her”. Usually in the Old Testament the woman iswith the man.

The eating of the man is the decisive act of disobedience. Immediately following
are the consequences.




God had provided so far. Now they make something for themselves. Clothes.
The snakes predictions are fulfilled but the results are disappointing.

They experience shame and aloss of innocence. Clothes are aform of covering
up and self-protection (from each other too?).

Fig leaves are the biggest |eaves available in ancienct Canaan. Loincloths
emphasized the primitivity and provisionality of their clothing.

The actions here suggest desperation and urgency.

Turning around of God' s word to mean something different V1 (Luke 4:3)

Offer something apparently better than what God gives V5 (Luke 4:6)
Distrust what God says V4.
Does not mention honestly what the Goal is but fans desire for violating God’ strust.

2. Alienation

*  Theform of the Hebrew walking suggests that it was a habitual and frequent thing for
God to visit Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. Not the fact of God walking is
unusual but the hiding of the two.

*  Thehidingisasign of theinability to continue the fellowship with God.

* A futile attempt of hiding from God. Did the effect of the tree omit the omniscience of
God?

*  Why hide when oneisalready covered with fig leaves? They probably saw their
unfitness to meet their creator after having moral competency.

The question here seems to be deliberately bringing out the slliness of the hiding
attempt (Parallels Ps 139:7-12, Jona 1:3). God is calling to demand an explanation.

God addresses Adam only (singular!). Eve' s action do not matter for the moment,
Adam isresponsible before God. Her behaviour is subsumed to his! God goes along the
order of responsibility. Adam. Eve and then the snake.

Adam avoids adirect explanation for hishiding and it is noteworthy that heisonly
concerned about himsdf.

Did Adam and Eve also hide from one another?

Heis confused because heis covered and therefore not naked but he till hasto hide
from God.

Thisisactualy two questions:
1. Where isthe source of your guilt and shame?
2. God becomes a prosecutor but allows the man himself to acknowledge his crime




3.

The Blame Shifts

Adam could have brought the matter out of the world with asimple yes

But instead he becomes defensive and divisive. He puts the blame on hiswife and
ultimately it is God' s fault because God gave her to him. He downplays his own
involvement.

Rationalization: The criminal becomes the victim

Adam mentions himself only at the very end.

Neither Adam nor Eve shows signs of repentance!

Eve shiftsthe blame further. But her answer is better since she at least partially takes
the blame for what had happened. She was tricked. She does not say “the snake you
made’.

Sin has put alienation between Adam and Eve and the animals.

4.

The Curse

The curse starts at the least responsible and ends at the main one responsible.
“Eat dust” afigurative humiliation of enemies (1sa49:23;Ps 72:9).

A long struggle with evil (the snake!). A prophecy on the Gospel!

The Garden of Eden had the two making awhole. Now the dominant position
of the man can be abused and the desire of the




5. Leaving the Garden of Eden

Before Fall After Fall

No Death. Threat of death for eating of the tree of Death delayed (3:19). No death for entire human race.




knowledge of Good and Evil given to Adam (Gen 2:17). | Death for the individual after alife <1000 years (Gen 5)

No children mentioned Children born in pain (V 16). Effectively makes the
human race not die despite of death threat.
Harmony between animals/ man/ God Distrust and Enemies (V15, V8)

Food for man and animals is vegetarian (Gen 1:29-30) Animals cursed because of Adam (Animal skin used for
covering of man, V21). Animals eaten by humans (Gen
4:4). Explicit permission given in Gen 9:2-3.
Vegetation bringing fruit sufficient for al (Gen 1:12;2:9) | Earthis cursed (V17-18) because of Adam. Thereis
difficulty in getting food from the earth now.

Life in the presence of God (Gen 3:8) Man driven away from the presence of God (Gen 3:22).
Suspicion: Man will attempt to become like God. The
way to thetree of lifeis barred (Gen 3:24).

God cares:

- The punishment of death is delayed (Serpent’s words come true because of the mercy of God! It knew
God')
God provides coverings for Adam and Eve.
A promise that man will finally overcome the sting of evil personified by the serpent (Devil!) (Gen 3:15b
Protoevangelium).

The longing of Creation and God’ s promise of redemption
The whole creation yearns for redemption through the sons of God. Humanity also is yearning for the
redemption of the bodies (Ro 8:19-23). Creation will be set free from decay (Ro 8:21). Even we with the
Holy Spirit yearn for the redemption of our bodies (Ro 8:23).
Harmony between Animals will be restored (I1sa 65:25) in the Millennium.
A vision of the new heaven and earth by the apostle John in Rev 21. The water of Life and the tree of Lifeis
there for healing (Rev 22:2).

Qualifications for participating in redemption:
Faith and trust in God: Conquer evil stay away from sin of Adam (Moral autonomy) (Rev 21:7). No
faithless, coward, fornicator, sorcerer, idolater, liars (Rev 21:8)
Honor, worship and give thanks to God (Ro 1:21). “The righteous will live according to faith” (Ro 1:17).
No one who practices (Gal 5:22) fornication, impurity, licentiousness, drunkenness, orgies etc.
Love God and follow his commandments (Ex 20:6). God is jealous of this love! Loving God is expressed in
“walking according to his commandments’ 2 John 6! (See also Calvin: “We neither dream of a faith devoid
of good works [=obeying God] nor of justification that stands without them.” Institutes111,16.1)

Rev 22:11-12 Jesus says:

Judgment On life function On a relationship
Serpent Mode of movement To the woman




Woman Childbearing To the husband

Man Getting something  Tothe earth
to eat
Curses;
Curse the opposite of blessing. It invokes God' s judgment on someone usually for some particular
offense.

Misfortunes befall those cursed (Todays lingo: Unlucky). Curses are dependant on divine will.

God himself here pronounced a curse guaranteeing its effectiveness. Characteristics of serpent (crawling
in the dust, hunted by humans) is proof of the effectiveness of this curse.

Paul curses(!) in Galatians 1:8 being furious about the Galatians behaviour!

Jesus curses the flg treein Matthew 21: 18-22; Mark 11:12- 14,20-25 (Thisisusually not found in common evangdlical

reference material! Censorshipison all sides!)
It is the Christian duty bless those that curse us (Matt 5:44;L uke 6:28). Revenge is not what the believer
does but God does it (Prov 20:22;Lev 19:18; Ps 54:5; Ps 28; Heb 10:12).

The ones not loving God are cursed by Paul (1 Cor 16:22).

New Testament Usage of Genesis 3:

Romans 5:12-21 Contrast between Adam’ s sin and Christ’s death. Adam sinned so that all are guilty.
Christ was obeidient so that all can be redeemed.

1 Cor 15:21-22,45-49 | Difference between the earthly body (* Adam”) and the heavenly in Christ.

[ —




Cain and Abel (Genesis 4)

Two Offerings 1-7 Cain and Abel sacrifice to God. Cains offering rejected. God encourages
Cain to learn to conquer sin.

The Criminal and his Judge | 8-16 Cain kills Abel. God attempts to get confession, but finally has to judge.

Cain’s Family 17-24 | Descendants of Cain and illustration of their violence.

The Third Son 25-26 | Birth of Seth (Messianic line). Begin of praying to Y ahweh.

New Testament Echoes

Matt 23:35; Luke 11:51; Abel’ s death a foreshadow of Christ’s sufferings and of the persecution of Christians

Heb 12:24

1 John 3:11-12 Cain a contrast to brotherly love. Cain belonged to the evil one. Murder a
manifestation that Satan had a grip on him. Cain killed because his own deeds were
evil! He did not resist evil.

Jude 11 Cain as an example of false Christian teaching and resistance to God.

Heb 11:4 Abel’ s offering was better since he had faith in God! He offered by faith. Attitudeis
decisive.

Temptation of Eve

Cain’ s temptation

Serpent temptsto God tempts to obey.
disobeidience. Cain shall master sin. He has a
Adam eatswithout thinking. free choice.

Adam banished from God’'s Cain leaves God' s presence

presence East from Eden.

eastward from Eden.

The Treeis pleasing.

Sin hasan urge to Cain.

“I am not responsible.”

Ignorance. “1 do not have to
care about my brother”.

Acceptance of judgment

Appeal against judgment
resultsin God's protection!

Hiding isevidence of sin

Blood crying from the ground.

No admittance of sin.
Resistance against God till the
end

Same. Cain buildsacity in
defiance of God' s verdict that
he shall wander around.

God shows mercy. They do
not dieimmediately.

God shows mercy and protects
Cain.

Murder|line

(more unnamed) |

=

Jesus gncestors (Luke 3:38)
{To be continued.....
Zillah Adah
[sabal | [aubal | [Tubal-Cain | (Naamah ]

l

Nomads =~ Musicians  Iron-Workers.

know .... Can refer to sexual activitiesin Semitic languages like Arabic. See especially verse 17. Sexual relations are seen as
connected with intimate knowledge of each other. Sexual relations are for afull knowledge of each other and not an end in
itself.
Is also used sometimes for illicit sexua relations (Gen 19:5 Homosexuality; Gen 38:26 Incest)

gointo... | Sameas above but the emphasisis more on lust or reproduction (Gen 16:4)

liewith ... | Trivializes sexual activities even more. In Gen 39:7 refersto lust only.Lev 18:22 Homosexuality.

feet Could sometimes refer to sexual organs (Ex 4:25;Ruth 3:4)




The Antedeluvians (People before the Great Flood) (Gen 5)

Y ears given for Birth and Death are in Y ears After the Fall (Y AF). All had other sons and daugthers besides the
one mentioned below! Gensis 5 lists only the line of blessing that continues until Jesus (see Luke 3:36-38).

Person Age at death AgeHeir born  Birth Death  Specialities
1. Adam 930 130 0 930 Created by God
2. Seth 912 105 130 1042 A son in Adams likeness
<l Enosh 905 90 235 1140 Start of Worship of God
4. Kenan 840 70 325 1165
5. Mahalalel 895 65 395 1290
6. Jared 962 162 460 1422
7. Enoch *365 Takenby God 65 622 *087 Walked with God! No death!
8. Methusaleh | 969 187 687 1656 Oldest person ever known.
9. Lamech 595 182 874 1469 Givesa special blessing for Noah.
10. Noah 950 500 1056 2006 Found favor before God.

The Great Flood occured in 1656 Y AF (at least according to my calculations. Beware! The understanding of
reckoning of years was different in past times!). All of the line had died before the Great Flood. Only Noah was
aive.

|mportant Phrases:

... and he died God's judgment comes true. But not for Enoch who walks with God!

... and he had other sons and daughters | God'’ s blessing in the form of a large number of children.

The genealogy of Cain is duplicated (These people are distinguished by giving more information about them):

Enoch Contrast to Cain-line. Was faithful so that God took him.

Lamech Cain-Lamech was a violent man. This Lamech is looking for comfort through his sin.
Other names from both lists are also similar sounding.

Enoch:

Heb 11:5 Enoch was so faithful that he did not experience death but was directly taken by God. Faithis
necessary to please God! Enoch pleased God.

Enoch was the seventh Generation from creation. Seven is a special blessed number because it is the number
of days it took God to create the world.

Enoch’s life was shorter than all others. It is better to be with God than having afull life here on earth. This
blessing Enoch shares with Elijah.

Composition of the Book of Genesis;

Genesis alters between Genealogy and Narrative. Both belong together (same as for examples in the Epics of
Homer: Iliad, Odyssey). The Genealogies are important as evidences of God's blessing. There is proof from the
3rd millenium BC (the earliest known writings from Mesopotamia!) that genealogical traditions existed and
were kept up to date.

Narrative Genealogy

1:1-4:16 Creation 4:17-5:32 Line of Cain and the line of blessing
6:1-9:28 The Flood 10:1-32 Thetable of the nations

11:1-9 The Tower of Babel 11:10-32 Ancestors of Abraham
Longevity of Antedeluvians

The long life seems to have been a blessing from God that was subsequently reduced. Long life is a blessing of
God (Dt 5:33;11:9;22:7). The longer life spans of prior generation was common knowledge in the ancient Near
East. Sumerian King-Lists from 2000 BC contain even longer life spans for Antedeluvians (Flood-stories are
also acommon trait of ancient near Eastern Culture!). The dimished life spans after the flood might be evidence
that history is regressing rather than progressing.



Preview: The Postdeluvians (People after the Flood) (Gen 11:10-

31)
Per son Age at death AgeHer born  Specialities
Shem
Arpachshad
Shelah
Eber

Peleg
Reu
Serug
Nahor
Terah
Abram

Wickedness on the Earth (Genesis 6)

[shem | [Ham | |Japheth |




Period/Event

Creation
The Garden of
Eden

Pre-Flood

Noah' s Covenant

Abraham’s
Covenant

|srael

Exile
Return
Silent Period

John the
Baptist/Birth of
Jesus

Teaching of
Jesus
Crucifixion
Ascension

The End-Time

The Second
Coming

1000 Y ears
Final Judgment

Earth destroyed
in Fire

New Heaven and

New Earth

Genl

Gen 2+3

Gen 4-6

Gen 9-11

Gen 12-
Exodus-Kings
Chronicles
Daniel
Nehemial Esra

1+2 Makk

Gospels

Gospels
Gospels

Acts 1
Epistles
Rev/Epistles
Rev 20

Rev 20:11-

2 Peter 3:7-13

Rev 21

| mportant items.

Heaven and Earth, Plants, Animals and humans created.
Special care of God for Humans. The Fall. Everlasting
life. Tree of Life! But humans refuse to be faithful to
God.

Lifespan around 900 years. But humans become very
sinful. The great flood.

Noah and his family survive the Flood alone and God
promises not to destroy the earth again.

Abraham get’ s special blessings from God despite his
screwing up again and again. Promise that his seed will be
agreat nation.

Israel is led out of Egypt by Moses and comes into the
promised land. Time of Judges. Kings: Saul, David,
Solomon. Kingdom splits up and the Kings in both parts
lead people into sin.

God punishes Israel by giving them into the Babylonian
Captivity. But his grace is still present among them there.
After 70 years a small part returns and builts a new
Temple.

Makk are apocryphal books describing the uprising
against Greeks that have occupied the land.

J.B. announces Christ’s coming

Christ teaching about God (Example: Matt 5-8 Sermon on
the Mount)

Christ sacrificed on the cross. One dies for all.

Christ ascends to the right hand of the Father.

NOW! This is the time of the Church, atime of
preparation for the imminent return of Christ.

Christ return’s and raises the saints.

Christ with the Saints reigns for 1000 Y ears while Satan
is bound.

The dead are raised. Sinners and Satan thrown into lake of
fire.

Earth is anihilated.

God creates a new heaven and a new earth since the old
has passed away



Passage Content

6:1-12 The Reasons for the Flood | Strange Marriages, Evil reigns, Violence
6:13-7:10 | Noah prepares for the Flood | Building of the Ark, entering the Ark
7:11-8:14 | Description of the Flood Rising, Noah's checks for dry land using birds
8:15-9:17 | The New Covenant Leaving the Ark, The rainbow as a sign
9:18-29 The reemergence of Sin. Noah is drunk. Ham is despising his father.

Or an extended chiasmus. Thisis according to B.W. Anderson

A chiasm is areversal of sequences. This often appears in Hebrew literature as well as parallelism (One thought
expressed twice in different words or an element told twice). Here we have an extended chiasm that builds up
till the climax is reached in God remembering Noah. There is divine intervention at the high point. The Story
fallsin mostly into two halves. Watersrise and fall. Noah enters the ark and leaves.

Transitional introduction -6:9
Violence in Creation (6:11-12)
First divine speech: resolve to destroy (6:12-
22)
Second divine speech: “Enter Ark” (7:1-10)
Beginning of Flood (7:11-16)
The rising Flood (7:17-24)
God remembers Noah
The receding Flood (8:1-5)
Drying of the earth (8:6-14)
Third divine speech: “Leave Ark” (8:15-19)
God’s resolves to preserve order (8:20-22)
Fourth divine speech: covenant (9:1-17)

Transitional conclusion (9:18-19)
(Note: This artistic scheme used makes the idea of different sourcesthat comprise this story (JEDP-Source
theory) difficult.)

7 days of waiting for Flood (7:4)
7 days of waiting for Flood (7:10)
40 days of flood (7:17a)
150 days of waters triumphing (7:24)
150 days of waters waning (8:3)
40 days’ wait (8:6)
7 days’ wait (8:10)
7 days’ wait (8:12)




The Gilgamesh Epic is the major parallel. Dated ca 650 BC. An earlier version of the Epic is known partially
from the early second millennium BC. Scholars assume that the Flood story was integrated into the Epic around
1600 BC possibly based on another Flood story, but all of the other stories are only available in fragments and
the reconstruction involves a lot of conjecture. Parallels and differences to the biblical Flood:

ParaIIeI Difference

Exit

Divine decision to destroy mankind - Polytheistic mythology.

Warning of Flood hero - A heavenly assembly of gods decides flood.
Command to build ark Humans are too noisy and disturb the gods and
Hero obeys are too many.

Command to enter - Warning of the hero by one dissenting god.
Entry Petty motives of the gods to destroy humans.
Closing of Door - Gods are greedy and hungry for the sacrifice.
Description of Flood, Destruction of life Gods are fed by Flood hero.

End of Rain - Gods are surprised by survival. Therefore they
Ark grounding on amountain are not almighty and not omnipresent.

Hero opens window - TheHeroisvery active and isaKing! Noah just

Birds' reconnaissance

Sacrifice, Divine smelling of sacrifice
Blessing of Flood Hero.

obeys and does not look much like one who can
take care of his own.

The Sons of God:

Ambiguous
Term

Thetermin itself isambiguous. It is“Sons of Elohim” in Hebrew. Elohim (God) is a plural word
used in asingular sense (See sheet on the names of God). Therefore this phrase can be translated
as “Sons of the gods’ or “Sons of God”. Since Elohim is mostly used in asingular sense in the OT
“sons of God” should be the proper translation.

Meaning

The Sons of God have been understood in a variety of ways over time. The mos